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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend the claims as follows. The claims are in the format as required by 35 
C.F.R.§ 1.121. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 

providing a primary electronic component having a first identifier stored therein, wherein 

the first identifier includes branding information : 
providing a secondary electronic component having a second identifier stored therein. 

wherein the second identifier includes branding information: 
coupling the secondary component to the primary component; 
comparing the first identifier to the second identifier; 

operating the primary component in conjunct i on w i th and the secondary component if 
based on the comparison of the first identifier match e s and the second identifieri 

r>nrl 

operating th e pr i mary compon e nt w i thout tho secondary compon e nt i f th e f i rst i d e nt i fi e r 
doos not match th e s e cond i d e nt i fi e r. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 . further comprising storing the first identifier in a 
memory in the primary component and storing the second identifier in a memory in the 
secondary component. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein the first and second identifiers are stored in 
non-volatile memories. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1 . wherein coupling the secondary component to the 
primary component comprises coupling the secondary component to the primary component via 
a first interconnect which is configured to transfer data between the secondary component and 
the primary component during normal operation and via a second interconnect which is 
configured to transfer data between the secondary component and the primary component for 
the purposes of comparing the first identifier to the second identifier. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 4. wherein the first interconnect is a PCI bus. 
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6. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising enabling the secondary component 
if the first identifier matches the second identifier; and disabling the secondary component if the 
first identifier does not match the second identifier. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein comparing the first identifier to the second 
identifier is performed during boot-up. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising providing at least one additional 
electronic secondary component having an additional identifier stored therein. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 8, further comprising coupling the additional secondary 
component to the primary component. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 9, further comprising comparing the first identifier to the 
additional identifier. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 1 0, further comprising operating the primary component 
in conjunction with the additional secondary component if the first identifier matches the 
additional identifier. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 . further comprising operating the primary component 
without the additional secondary component if the first identifier does not match the additional 
identifier. 

1 3. (Currently Amended) A system comprising: 

a primary component having a first memory, wherein the first memory has a first 

identifier stored therein and the first identifier includes branding information ; and 

a secondary component having a second memory, wherein the second memory has a 
second identifier stored therein and the second identifier includes branding 
information ; 

wherein the secondary component is configured to be coupled to the primary 
component; 
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wherein the primary component is configured to compare the first identifier to the 
second identifier; 

wherein the primary component is configured to enable operation with the secondary 
component or prevent operation with the secondary component based on the 
comparison of the first identifier and second identifier, i f tho first i dent i fi e r 
match e s th e s e cond id e nt i fi e r; 

wh e r e in th e pr i mary compon e nt i s configur e d to pr e v e nt op e rat i on w i th tho s e condary 
component i f th e first i d e nt i fier do e s not match th e s e cond i d e ntifi e r. 

14. (Original) The system of claim 13, wherein at least one of the first and second memories 
comprises a non-volatile memory. 

15. (Original) The system of claim 13, wherein the secondary component is configured to be 
coupled to the primary component by a first interconnect, wherein if the primary component is 
enabled to operate with the secondary component, data is transferred between the primary 
component and the secondary component via the first interconnect during operation. 

16. (Original) The system of claim 15, wherein the first interconnect comprises a PCI bus. 

17. (Original) The system of claim 15, wherein the secondary component is further 
configured to be coupled to the primary component by a second interconnect, wherein the 
primary component is configured to receive the second identifier via the second interconnect. 

18. (Original) The system of claim 17, wherein the second interconnect comprises an Inter- 
IC (I^C) bus. 

19. (Original) The system of claim 13, wherein the primary component comprises a storage 
router. 

20. (Original) The system of claim 19. wherein the secondary component is selected from 
the group consisting of: a Fibre Channel interface module; an LVD SCSI interface module; an 
HVD SCSI module; and an iSCSI interface module. 
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21 . (Currently Amended) An electrical component configured to have a secondary 
component coupled thereto, wherein the electrical component comprises: 

a functional portion; 

an interface configured to couple the functional portion to a secondary component; 

a memory configured to store a first identifie r, wherein the first identifier includes 
branding information : and 

a comparator configured to receive a second identifier including branding information 
from the secondary component and to compare the first identifier to the second 
identifier, wherein the comparator is configured to enable operation of the 
functional portion with the secondary component or disable operation of the 
functional portion with the secondary component based on the comparison of the 
first identifier to the second identifier, i f tho first id e ntifi e r matchos th e s e cond 
i dent i fi e r and to disab le op e ration of tho funct i ona l port i on with tho s e condary 
compon e nt i f th e first id e nt i fi e r do e s not match th e s e cond i d e ntifi e r. 

22. (Original) The electrical component of claim 21 , wherein the memory comprises a non- 
volatile memory. 

23. (Original) The electrical component of claim 21 . wherein the interface comprises a PCI 
bus. 

24. (Original) The electrical component of claim 21 , wherein the functional portion 
comprises a storage router. 

25. (Original) The electrical component of claim 21 . further comprising a serial bus 
configured to be coupled to the secondary component, wherein the electrical component is 
configured to receive the second identifier via the serial bus. 

26. (Original) The electrical component of claim 25. wherein the serial bus comprises an 
Inter-IC (PC) bus. 

27. (New) The method of claim 1 wherein the primary component is operated in coniunction 
with the secondary component if the first identifier matches the second identifier: and 
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the primary component is operated without the secondary component if the first identifier 

does not match the second identifier. 

28. (New) The method of claim 13 wherein the primary component is operated in 
coniunction with the secondary component if the first identifier matches the second identifier: 
and 

the priman/ component is operated without the secondary component if the first identifier 

does not match the second identifier. 

29. (New) The method of claim 21 wherein the comparator is configured to enable operation 
of the functional portion with the secondan/ component if the first identifier matches the second 
identifier or disable operation of the functional portion with the secondary component if the first 
identifier does not match the second identifier. 
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